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God’s Solution for Disillusionment
1.  Remember his Power
2. Remember his Plan
3. Remember his Promise

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

You begged your parents for a guitar for Christmas one year.  They bought you a really nice one and paid for lessons.  You had great plans of being the next Eddie Van Halen and dreamed of your fingers ripping up and down the fretboard.   But once you started lessons, your fingers weren’t working at all and you weren’t picking up on this guitar thing very quickly.  You soon became disillusioned with your guitar hero dream.  Now that expensive guitar sits in the corner of your room gatherinig dust.  And every time you look at it, you’re ashamed.  You have this gnawing feeling of disappointment that you never became the guitar player you wanted to be.

When the housing market was booming, you took on remodeling project on a fixer-upper.  The project went over time and over budget.  The workmen you contracted ended up being frauds or just plain incompetent.  The project tanked and you had to walk away from that house.  But the house is still sitting there, incomplete.  It stands as a testimony to your inability to follow through.  Every time you pass by, you are ashamed of the fact that it sits there incomplete.  You don’t want to see that house again—it is a monument to your failure, your inability to do what you said.  

Last summer you were swept up in the throes of the political campaigns.  With great passion you placed the name of a politician on the bumper of your car.  Come November they lost the election.  Or maybe they won and since then they have proven themselves not to be the candidate you thought they would be.  You become disillusioned with them.  You furiously scrape off that bumper sticker because it taunts you with the fact that you supported a loser or a fraud.  

What is the guitar, the unfinished house, the bumper sticker in your life as a Christian?  What is it in your life that sits in the corner and bears testimony as a silent reminder that things haven’t worked out all that well for you?   What is it that Satan points to in your life and parades in front of you as proof that you have trusted in a God that lies.  What is it in your life that Satan presents in the courtroom of your mind as evidence that God does not love you?
Is it your marriage?  In premarital counseling it was all so clear.  The husband would love his wife as Christ loved the Church.  The wife would submit to her husband as the Church submits to Christ.  Problems would be gently communicated and lovingly resolved.  Each spouse would be committed to giving 100% to the relationship no matter what the other one did.  

But that didn’t turn out to be the reality.  The reality is that problems are not resolved.  The reality is that you have a hard time giving 100% when the other person seems to you not to be pulling their weight.  The reality is that your roles have completely broken down along with all forms of loving communication.  And Satan taunts you saying, “God is unrealistic.  His version of marriage is impossible.  You can’t possibly continue this way.  It’s not working.  Don’t worry about what he says about marriage, commitment, selfless love.  He lied to you.  Give it up.”

Is the source of disillusionment your health or the health of someone you love?  Is there a disease that has taken over the definition of your life?  Your life and your personality have been consumed by MS, by cancer, by Alzheimer’s.  In theory you were supposed to face this disease with tough resolve and trust in the promises of God.  But that was before the disease took over and dominated your life.  That was before the suffering was so bad that you couldn’t remember anymore what it felt like to be normal—to be actually healthy.  And in the midst of the suffering Satan prances in and says, “Did God really say that no harm would befall you, that no deadly disease would come near you?  What kind of God would allow his children to experience pain like you are experiencing.  Why would a loving God torture you like this?  Why you?  What could this disease possibly do that is for your good?  It doesn’t make sense and it is not fair.”  

Is the source of your disillusionment the spiritual welfare of your children?  God promised that his Word works.  He told you to bring up your children in the knowledge and fear of the LORD.  You did.  You took them to church from little on.  They went to Sunday School, St. Mark’s LES, they were confirmed.  But now they have wandered away.  Their lives are not the lives that you had in mind.  And Satan comes around and says, “Ah, too bad.  All that time and effort that you put into the program to make sure that your kids would grow up to be lifelong faithful Christians.  And it didn’t work.  You followed God’s plan and it didn’t work.  What a waste.  Such a shame.  I guess God didn’t mean what he said.  I guess his Word really doesn’t work now, does it?”

What is it in your life that Satan points to as evidence of a lying, unreliable and unloving God?  What failure bears testimony against the power and the promises of God?  What is it that makes you disillusion about this whole Christianity thing?  

Paul was concerned that the thing in Timothy’s life that Satan would use to disillusion him were the chains that were around Paul’s wrists and ankles.  This is how God treats his workers?  This is the divine protection that God offers to his people?  His chief spokesman sits in chains.  He is very likely next on the long list of believers in Christ who have been put to death because of their testimony about what God has done through Jesus.  How could this be evidence of an all-power God and a risen, ascended and ruling Lord?  

It is this very line of thinking that Paul wanted to confront in our text for today.  He gives us God’s solution for disillusionment.  And it starts with remembering the power of God.  He writes:
So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner.  But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God…

A suffering prisoner hardly seems powerful.  It seems like the ultimate in weakness.  Weakness means that you can’t do something.  Paul couldn’t move around freely, he couldn’t enjoy the good things in life, he couldn’t even control how much longer he’d even be alive.  And yet Paul takes all of these facts and says that they are right in line with the power of God.  

This had been Paul’s theme again and again.  God’s strength shows itself best in human weakness.  We are jars of clay and when something comes along and cracks us, God displays in strength by holding us together so that we don’t fall apart.  When bodies are broken, God shows his power as the God who created human bodies and puts those broken bodies back together at the resurrection.  All suffering is temporary.  He is always in control, always working things out so that the bad is ultimately good for us.  Only a powerful God can control everything like that.

If you need proof that God’s power is shown in weakness, just remember his plan.  God’s plan to save us looked weak on paper.  The prophets outlined a plan that said the Savior of the world has his heel struck, that he is abandoned by God, that evil men gloat over his demise, that he is a suffering servant who is pierced, crushed and punished.  And that plan looked even weaker when God made it public to a group of shepherd around Bethlehem.  

God becomes a baby.  How much weaker and more helpless does it get?  And he doesn’t even ensure that he’s born into a decent family!  His first bed is a feed trough in a stable.  When he grows up, he walks from place to place—he doesn’t ride on a horse or in a chariot.  He picks fishermen from the boonies to be his students, not the cream of the crop in students of the Torah from Jerusalem.  

He goes and gets himself arrested and killed.  He allows men with big sticks of wood to take him captive.  He allows sinful men to put their hands on him and beat him to a pulp and he doesn’t even defend himself.  He allows lies to be told about himself and he does not speak up to contradict them.  

He allows a heathen government to completely limit his range of motion by nailing his feet and hands to two beams of wood.  He allows them to limit his life.  He becomes obedient to death.  

This was God’s great and powerful plan.  But you couldn’t see that until Easter Sunday.  At his resurrection, the beauty of the plan became very clear.  By dying, Jesus took the one thing that had power over every single human being—death—and put it out of business.  His resurrection is our resurrection.  The decay of death was undone.  So too one day the decay of our own body in old age and in death will be undone.  

This is what Paul was talking about when he wrote:
But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God who had saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace.  This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.  And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher.  That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him for that day.  

Paul had the privilege to spend his life telling people what God wanted them to know.  He had the honor of telling the world about God’s plan, that for no reason other than that he loved us for no reason, God went into action to save us—not because we deserved to be saved but because he wanted to save us.  He told people again and again the story of Jesus—that he was put to death because we had sinned against God and that he had been raised to life because we had been declared “not guilty” by God.  He took our death and gave us his life.  He took our guilt and gave us his innocence.  He took God’s hatred of the sinner so we could experience God’s love of his children.  

And even though Paul was experiencing all of these miserable circumstances in his life, he was not disillusioned.  He was not bitter, disappointed or ashamed of his work proclaiming the gospel.  Why not?  Because he knew who it was that he trusted—the powerful Savior God.  Paul entrusted his eternal life into God’s hands.  In other words, Paul understood that the solution to disillusionment was remember God’s promises.

God has promised all Christians that this life will be a life of suffering.  The world will hate us.  Satan will taunt us to distrust God’s Word and his love.  But he has promised that even though they can harm us now in this temporary world, they cannot touch the life to come.  We can lose everything and end up losing nothing.  Our body may be destroyed, but he has the power and has promised to reassemble it.  Paul knew those promises and trusted that God would make good on them.  Like entrusting your money to a bank knowing that they have the power to guard it and keep it safe for you to use later, Paul entrusted everything to God to keep safe until that day that was coming where Paul would have everything that God promised in eternal life.  

But God had also made a deposit in Paul.  And that deposit was his Word.  The Holy Spirit had inspired Paul to write down messages for God’s people.  Those teachings and all the other teachings of the Holy Scripture were healthy words—they gave and sustained spiritual life.  As Paul said at the end of our text:

What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus.  Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you---guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.  

And this frame of mind, these healthy words Paul wanted Timothy to keep as a pattern to follow.  It is also a pattern that we can follow.  

When Satan points to that part of your life that has you disillusioned with God and his promises to you, remember God’s power.  God’s power is on display in your weakness.  Remember God’s plan—that God loved you so much that he became weak for us so that we could be strong in him.  He became the lowest of the low so that you could live on high.  Remember God’s promises.  Go back to the good deposit of the healthy words of Scripture.  Let the Holy Spirit tell you again and again about the God you have.  He always makes good on his promises.  That might not seem realistic now, but in view of God’s power and plan, we know we can trust him completely to do what he has said he would do.  To him we give our entire lives.  With him we gladly suffer.  In him we will never be ashamed.

AMEN.

All praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.  For just as the suffering of Christ flows over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows.  
